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Research Context
7KLV�UHŴHFWLRQ�LV�EDVHG�RQ�H[WUDFWV�IURP�WKH�

journal I kept during the data collection period 
of a doctoral project. I was one of two EAP 
�(QJOLVK�IRU�$FDGHPLF�3XUSRVHV��WHDFKHUV�RQ�
D����ZHHN��IXOO�WLPH�(QJOLVK�IRU�8QLYHUVLW\�

Studies Course. The course was for potential 
0DVWHUV�VWXGHQWV�DQG�,�WDXJKW�WKHP�IRU���KRXUV�
per week. The research took place in a private 

Further Education institution in the UK. 

 Losing the plot?
,�IHHO�DV�LI�,�DP�VHFRQG�JXHVVLQJ�WKHLU�UHDFWLRQV�
DOO�WKH�WLPH��:RXOG�,�EH�DV�VHQVLWLYH�LI�,�ZDVQōW�

GRLQJ�(3�ZLWK�WKHP�IRU�WKH�3K'"�
(Week 8, Day 15)

Doctoral Student
EP as methodology

BATTLING IT OUT IN THE ARENA

Pre-battle jitters
6R�LW�DOO�EHJLQV�WRGD\��,�IHHO�H[FLWHG��DSSUHKHQVLYH�DQG�QHUYRXV�
DOO�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��([FLWHG�EHFDXVH�,ōP�UHDOO\�FROOHFWLQJ�WKH�
GDWD�DW�ODVW��QHUYRXV�LQ�FDVH�,ōYH�IRUJRWWHQ�VRPHWKLQJ��WKH�FODVV�
GRHVQōW�JHO�RU�OLNH�PH��WKH\�GRQōW�JHW�ZKDW�ZHōUH�GRLQJ�RU��
SHUKDSV�EHFDXVH�WKLV�LV�LW���WKDW�,ōYH�IRUJRWWHQ�VRPHWKLQJ��QRW�

thought things through well enough or will get to the end and 
ZLVK�,ōG�GRQH�LW�DQRWKHU�ZD\�b

(Week 1, Day 1)

EAP Practitoner
EP as pedagogy

Creative tensions
,�WKLQN�,�DP�DFWXDOO\�IHHOLQJ�TXLWH�FRQVWUDLQHG�E\�WKH�

UHVHDUFK�DJHQGD�ř�DP�VWLOO�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�ƓQG�D�ZD\�WR�ƓW�
WKH�(3�VWXII�LQ�QDWXUDOO\��,�VHHP�WR�KDYH�VR�PXFK�,�QHHG�
WR�GR�ZLWK�WKHP�DQG�LWōV�PDNLQJ�LW�DOO�ƓW�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�

coherent way. 
(Week 3, Day 5)

My Story…
,�KDG�EHHQ�WHDFKLQJ�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�DQG�XVLQJ�
WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�([SORUDWRU\�3UDFWLFH��(3��LQ�
P\�FODVVHV�IRU�D�IHZ�\HDUV��,�IHOW�FRPIRUWDEOH�LQ�
P\�UROH�DV�D�SUDFWLWLRQHU�UHVHDUFKHU�LQ�P\�RZQ�
FODVVURRP�DQG�FRQƓGHQW�RI�WKH�EHQHƓWV�RI�(3�WR�
WKH�OHDUQHUV�DQG�P\VHOI��,�GLG�QRW�H[SHFW�WKH�IDFW�
WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�D�GRFWRUDO�SURMHFW�WR�UHDOO\�LPSLQJH�
RQ�WKH����ZHHNV��,�FRXOG�QRW�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�

QDLYH�RU�PLVWDNHQ�ř

Guilt and doubts
So far, I have relegated it [the EP work] to the last hour 
RI�FODVV��,V�WKDW�ULJKW"�,WōV�DOPRVW�DV�LI�ZH�GR�WKHbŌSURSHUō�
ZRUN�DQG�WKHQ�GR�WKH�UHVHDUFK��(YHQ�WKRXJK�H[SHULHQFH�
VKRZV�PH�WKDW�WKLV�LV�XVHIXO�DQG�JRRG�IRU�VWXGHQWV��,�VWLOO�
IHHO�VOLJKWO\bJXLOW\�DERXW�XVLQJ�FODVV�WLPH�IRU�LW�ř�DERXW�

WKH�JXLOW�RI�GRLQJ�(3�IRU�P\�RZQ�SXUSRVHV��
(Week 2)

To record or not?
'LGQōW�UHFRUG�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV��ZKLFK�
LV�D�VKDPH��EXW�GLGQōW�ZDQW�LW�WR�VHHP�DV�
LI�,�ZDV�RQO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKHLU�IHHGEDFN�

EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�3K'�
 (Week 6, Day 12)

&RQŴLFW�RI�LQWHUHVWV
,�WKHQ�VHW�WKHP�DQDO\VLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�GDWD��EXW�
GLGQōW�KDYH�PXFK�RI�D�FKDQFH�WR�UHDOO\�JR�URXQG�

the groups and see how they were doing as 
,�QHHGHG�WR�VSHDN�WR�0RQ]HU�>D����PLQXWH�
ŌLQWHUYLHZō�LQ�FODVV�IRU�UHVHDUFK�SXUSRVHV@��

(Week 5, Day 10)

Desecrating the EP principles?
,�DOVR�IHHO�DV�LI�,�DP�YLRODWLQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�(3�SULQFLSOHV��4XDOLW\�
RI�/LIH���LI�,�FRQWLQXH�GRJJHGO\�ZLWK�WKLV��ZKDW�GRHV�WKDW�PHDQ�IRU�
WKH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�RXU�OLYHV�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP"�:RUN�FR�
RSHUDWLYHO\�IRU�PXWXDO�EHQHƓW���WKHUH�VHHPV�WR�EH�QR�SHUFHLYHG�
EHQHƓW�IRU�VRPH�LQ�WKLV��$P�,�PLVXVLQJ�P\�SRZHU�DV�WHDFKHU"�

(Week 6, day 12)

7KH�6HYHQ�3ULQFLSOHV�RI�([SORUDWRU\�3UDFWLFH��(3�
��� 3XW�ŐTXDOLW\�RI�OLIHő�ŵUVW��
2. Work primarily to understand language classroom life. 
3.    Involve everybody. 
4. Work to bring people together. 
5. Work also for mutual development. 
6.     Integrate the work for understanding into classroom practice. 
7.     Make the work a continuous enterprise.

 (Allwright 2003: 128-130)

Faltering allegiances
$OVR�D�FULVLV�RI�FRQƓGHQFH�LQ�(3�LQ�
WHUPV�RI�LWV�XVHIXOQHVV�IRU�WKLV�VRUW�
RI�WKLQJ��+DYH�,�EHHQ�GHOXGHG"�,V�
WKLV�UHDOO\�D�SRVLWLYH�WKLQJ�WR�GR"�

(Week 6, Day 11)

Crunch Point
Ō7KH�(3�ZRUN�LVQōW�KHOSIXOō�

said the learners
(Week 6)

Is this the end 
RI�WKH�3K'"

Questioning my integrity
I think that perhaps what is really 
JHWWLQJ�WR�PH�LV�WKDW�,�GR�IHHO�

VRPHKRZ�D�IDLOXUH�DV�D�WHDFKHU��,�IHHO�
D�ELW�RI�D�IUDXG���ERWK�DV�D�WHDFKHU�

and a researcher.
(Week 6)

Artwork:
‘The Colosseum’
by Tiffany Dawson

5HIHUHQFH
$OOZULJKW��'����������([SORUDWRU\�
3UDFWLFH��5HWKLQNLQJ�SUDFWLWLRQHU�
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