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From a small village in Java,
Indonesia
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About 240 millions people
17,504 Islands
More than 1300 Ethnic groups
726 Vernacular Languages,

Bahasa Indonesia as the National Language
: @ (Indonesian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2010)
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Intergenerational Language Transmission

language is spoken by all generations; intergenerational
transmission is uninterrupted == notincluded in the Aflas

maost children speak the language, but it may be restricted to

certain domains (e.g., home)

children no longer learn the language as mother tongue in the

home

language is spoken by grandparents and older generations;

while the parent generation may understand it, they do not
speak itto children or among themselves

the youngest speakers are grandparents and older, and they

speak the language partially and infrequently

there are no speakers left == included in the Atlas if
prasumably extinct since the 1950s
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Alune
Amahal
Ampibabo Lauje
Andio
Anus
Aputal
Arguni

As

Auye
Awera
Awyl
Bahonsual
Bakwasang
Baras
Bedoanas
Benggol
Besoa
Biak
Boano
Bonorit
Bonggo
Budong-Budong
Burate
Busoa
Dabra
Dakka
Damal
Dampelas
Dampelas
Demisa
Dondo
Doutal
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Number of languages found : 11

Alderney French
Cornish
Guernsey French
Irish

Jersey French
Ma

Scottish Gaelic
Welsh
Yiddish (Europe)

Abaza

/| Abknhaz

Adyge
Cappadocian Greek
(Turkey)

Gagauz (South
Balkans)

Hértevin
Homshetsma
(Turkey)

Judezmo (Europe)
Kabard-Cherkes
Laz

Miahso (Turkey)
Pontic Greek
Romani

Suret

Turoyo

Ubykh (Turkey)
Western Armenian
(Turkey)

Zazaki

- Number of languages found : 26

G()oglc

GB and Northern Ireland

Number of languages found : 144

ft. Google, ORION-ME, SK planet. ZENRIN ' Terms of Use

Abai Sungai
Batek

Che Wong

Duano’

Jah Hut

Jahai

Kanowit

Kenaboi

Kensiw (Malaysia)
Kentak

Menri

Orang Hulu
Orang Kanaq
Orang Seletar
Punan Batu
Semai
Semagq Beri
Semelai
Seru

Sian

Temiar
Temuan
Urak Lawoi
(Malaysia)

Adi

Aluo

Amis

Amok

Anung (China)
Agaw Gelao
Ayizi

Babuza

Baima
Basay
Bokar
Bola
Bonan
Bori
Bunun
Buryat
(Manchuria)
Buyang
Chesu
Chintaw
Choyi

Cuona Menba
Dagur (Amur)
Dagur (Hailar)
Dagur (Nonni)
Ersu

Evenki
(Manchuria)
Gangou
Gazhuo

Baheng (China)

Cosung (China)
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(The Case of Indonesia)
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Vernacular Languages at Schools

1951 — 1956 the language of Instruction of year 1-3

1957 — 2013 Local Content (Primary and Secondary
Schools)

2013 — to date Integrated in Art, Culture, and Crafts

lL.esson




The increasing significance and
popularity of English and other foreign
languages
English as the working language of ASEAN, in

which Indonesia is a part of.

English 1s one of prominent requirement for
employment, career development, and study and
academic purposes.

English as a medium of Instruction at schools




Foreign Language-medium Schools
in Indonesia

International School (Private)
Franchise International School (Private)

National Plus School (Private)

International Standard School (Public - now cancelled)
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Bahasa Indonesia and English in Media

R
Internet and social media

Movies
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Implications
Language and Social Status

Foreign Language —> High class
National Language = Middle class
Vernacular Language - Lower Class
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Each language had a social rank. If you spoke Javanese, for example, you were below. If you spoke
Indonesian, you were a bit above. If you spoke Dutch, you were at the top.” (Rachman in Onishi,
2010). And now English has become the new Dutch.

(Onishi, 2010)
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For some Indonesians, as mastery of English has become increasingly tied to social standing,
Indonesian has been relegated to second-class status. In extreme cases, people take pride in

speaking Indonesian poorly. (Onishi, 2010) “Sometimes the parents even ask the baby sitters not
to speak in Indonesian but in English,” (Ariani in Onishi, 2010)
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Implications
Language and Prestige

Foreign Language = Educated and modern
National Language = Quite Educated and modern
Vernacular Language = Uneducated and primordial

Vernacular language is often seen as having low status, as being ancient, as related
to poverty and stupidity. ( Darwis, 2011)

T feel that in the long run we [in the International Standard School] are more
proud to speak English...I feel that gradually our love to our own language will

be fading...” (Dhona, a Science Teacher- Intervieww November, 2013)
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Possible Solutions
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Why we have to preserve Vernacular

Languages?

Though approximately six thousand languages still exist, many are
under threat. There is an imperative need for language
documentation, new policy initiatives, and new materials to enhance

the Vitality of these languages. (UNESCO, 2013: p.1) z
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