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My Narrative Turn



Why Narrative?

My 
Professional 
observation



‘There are two modes of cognitive functioning, two modes of thought, each providing distinctive 

ways of ordering experience, of constructing reality.’ These modes are logico- scientific or 

paradigmatic and narrative mode.

(Bruner, 1985)

‘humans are storytelling organisms who, individually, and socially, lead storied lives’ 

(Connelly and Clandinin, 1990).

Why Narrative? Literature

‘Narrative analysis can, therefore, be seen as opening a window on the mind, or, if we are 

analysing narratives of a specific group of tellers, as opening a window to their culture.’ 

(Cortazzi (2014) 

‘Stories express a kind of knowledge that uniquely describes human experience in which actions and 

happenings contribute positively or negatively to attaining goals and fulfilling purposes’ Polkinghorne 

(1995) 



Planning to Generate My Narrative Data –

Possible Methods and Techniques

Josselson’s (2013) Principles to do narrative interviews

‘Big Questions’ 

‘Recruitment Questions’ 

‘Little ‘q’ Questions’ 

‘the Other (pocket) Questions’
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Piloting My Narrative Data 

Generation – Possible Media

Online Video Call (Synchronous)

Online Voice Call (Synchronous)

Email exchanges (Asynchronous)

Online Chatroom (Synchronous)



Online Chatroom



Email Exchanges



Possible Narrative Analysis Methods

Labov and Waletsky (1967)

Todorov (1977)

Riessman (2008)

Clandinin and Connelly (2000)

Lieblich et.al. (2008) 

Holistic/Categorical Content Perspectives

Holistic/Categorical-form Analysis

Polkinghorne (1995) 

Narrative Analysis – Elements to stories 

Analysis of Narrative (Paradigmatic Analysis) – stories to common elements



Possible Narrative Analysis Methods

Holistic Content Perspective 

‘Rather than locating distinct themes across interviews, narrative 

researchers listen first to the voices within each narrative’ 

(Riessman, 2008). This is what makes narrative research different 

from other type of qualitative research (Polkinghorne in Clandinin

and Murphy, 2007)

Categorical Content Perspective (Lieblich et. Al, 2008) 

Categorical-content reading ‘focuses on the content of narratives as 

manifested in separate parts of the story, irrespective of the context 

of the complete story’ (Lieblich et al, 1998) 



Lessons Learnt from my pilot

Surprises

Yes…but before the Constitutional Court passed the verdict, there had been those 

rumours..but we continued although we felt so ‘galau’ (very restless)..and it was when I was in 

Malang to attend the Preparing Science Camp 2 event…. It was the last night before the 

closing event. Then came the verdict of the Constitutional Court… I felt ‘gelo’ (Javanese 

meaning: immensely disappointed) bu*, I cried as well he he...’ (Neni, Interview, 8-10-2013, 

researcher’s own translation)

*Bu which is a short form of Ibu is a title to address a woman in a respectful way which is 

similar to Mrs. or Ms. However, it can be followed by first names or nicknames.



Lessons Learnt from the Pilot Study




